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PAPER I 

FOUNDATION OF SOCIOLOGICAL THOUGHT 

UNIT I 

The Emergence and Development of Sociological Thought: 
Transition from Social Philosophy to Sociology. 
The Socio-economic and Political Forces : The French and Industrial Revolutions,  
August Comte : Positivism, Classification of Sciences 
Herbert Spencer : Social Darwinism, Superorganic Evolution 

UNIT II 

Karl Marx : Historical Materialism, Class and Class Struggle, Alienation 
 Max Weber : The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Authority, Bureaucracy 

UNIT III 

Emile Durkheim: Social Solidarity, Suicide and Social Fact  
V.Pareto: Circulation of elites, Logical and Non- logical action, Residues, Derivation 

UNIT IV 

 T. Parsons: Functionalism, Social system, Social Action  
 R.K.Merton :  Anomie, Middle Range Theory, Structural Functionalism 

UNIT V 

Development of Sociological Thought in India: Contribution of G.S. Ghurye, Radha Kamal 
Mukherjee and M.N. Sriniwas 
 

Essential Readings:  
 Aron, Raymond. 1967 (1982 reprint). Main Currents in Sociological Thought (2 Vol.) 

Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books.  
 Barnes, H.E. 1959. Introduction to the History of Sociology. Chicago : The University of 

Chicago Press. 
 Coser, Lewis A. 1979 Masters of Sociological Thought, New York: Harcourt Brace 

Jovanovich. 
 Fletcher, Ronald, 1994 The Making of Sociology (2 Vol.) Jaipur : Rawat 
 Morrison, Ken, 1995. Marx, Durkheim, Weber: Formation of Modern Social Thought. 

London : Sage 
 Ritzer George. 1996 Sociological Theory. New Delhi: Tata McGraw Hill. 
 Singh, Yogendra, 1986 Indian Sociology: Social Conditioning and Emerging Trends. New 

Delhi: Vistaar. 
 Zeitlin, Irving 1998 (Indian edition), Rethinking Sociology : A Critique of Contemporary 

theory, Jaipur : Rawat Publication  
 Doshi, S.L. : Samajik Vicharak (in Hindi), Rawat Pub. Jaipur, 1998 
 Mukharjee, R.N. : Samajik Vichardhara (in Hindi) Vivek Prakashan, New Delhi.  
 Sharma Ramnath,Sharma Rajendra Kumar Pramukh Samajshastreey Vicharak(in 

Hindi) Atlantic Publishers  

 Doshi S.L, Jain.P.C: Pramukh smajshastreey vicharak Comte se Merton tak(in Hindi) 
Rawat Prakashan Jaipur 

 

 


