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Unit-A

Basic terms and concepts: lineage, clan, phraty, moiety, kindred, incest, descent,
inheritance, succession, consanguinity and affinity. Evolutionary structural functional

cultural and gender perspectives.
Unit-B

Kinship terminology : Patrilineal, matrilineal, double and cognatic descent; Descent groups,

corporate groups and local groups
Unit-C

Marriage and affinity : Alliance theory: symmetrical and asymmetrical exchange,
prescriptive and preferential marriage, monogamy and polygamy, marriage transaction and

stability of marriage

Unit-D
Rules of residence : Virilocal, unxorilocal, neolocal and natolocal residence The genealogical

method Family : nature of the family, Family and household, Elementary and extended

family and Developmental cycle

Unit-E

Family and Marriage in India : regional diversities, Forces of change and Family in the

context of care of the child and the aged; Demographic dimensions of family and marriage.
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Pedagogy

The student should be exposed to the diversity in systems of kinship, marriage and family
patterns in ethnographically diverse situations. The attempt should also be to demonstrate
how kinship patterns relate to political, economic stratification, demographic and other

dimensions of the society. Students should be encouraged to draw genealogical charts.



