
M.A. (Final) SOCIOLOGY  
5175 

Paper - VI : THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES IN SOCIOLOGY  
 

    M.M:- 100 
 
Unit A 
 
Sociological theory : concept and characteristics. 
 
Components of sociological theory. 
 
Relationship between fact theory and research. 
 
Unit B 
 
Structural : Structural-Functionalism theory : A.R. Radcliffe Brown, S.F. Nadel, C. Levi-
Strauss. 
 
Functional : Dimensions of social system : T. Parsons, functional analysis of R.K. Merton. 
 
Unit-C 
 
Conflict theory : Marx's critique and dialectics of conflict (R.Dahrenodrf) Functional analysis 
 
of conflict : L. Coser; Conflict and social change : R.Collins. 
 
Unit-D 
 
Interactionist perspective : Symbolic interactionism : E. Goffman, G.H. Mead and H. Blumer; 
 
Phenomenological Sociology: E. Hussell, A. Schutz; Social construction of reality P. Berger 
 
and T.G. Luckmann; Ethnomethodology : H. Garfinkel; 
 
Unit-E 
 
Recent trends in sociological theorising: Structuration: Anthony Giddens; Neo 
Functionalism-Alexznder.. 
Post modernism – Darrida, Foucault.. 
Neo-marxism- J. Harbermas, L. Althusser. 
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Pedagogy 
 

The biographical details of the sociologists mentioned may be used only to place their 
theoretical contributions in appropriate intellectual contexts. 
 

It is necessary to evaluate the relevance and significance of the perspectives listed for 
understanding society in general and society in India in particular. Illustrations may be 
drawn from empirical studies influenced by or bearing on these perspectives. 
 
 


